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To  THE  WITHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  Witham  Urban 
District  for  the  year  ending  December  81st,  1913. 


The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  67, 
giving  a  Birth-Rate  19*2  per  1000. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District  was  52, 
giving  a  Death-Rate  of  14  9  per  1000. 

There  were,  in  addition,  6  Deaths  of  Residents  registered 
outside  the  District,  giving  a  Death-Rate  of  16*6  per  1000. 
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Deaths  classified  according  to  age  were  as  follows  :• 

Under  1  year  . 

1  year  and  under  2  years 

2  years  and  under  5  years 

d  ,,  ,,  55  Id 

15  „  „  „  25 

25  ,,  ,,  ,,  45 

45  ,,  ,,  ,,  65 

65  years  and  upwards 

Of  the  9  deaths  under  1  year,  two  were  due  to  Measles  ;  two  to 
Convulsions ;  two  to  premature  Birth,  and  three  to  debility  from 
Birth. 

There  were  3  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  5  to 
Malignant  Disease. 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. 

There  was  one  case  of  Diptheria  ;  two  of  Enteric  Fever  ;  one  of 
Erysipelas  ;  four  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  one  of  Tubercular 
Disease  of  the  Kidneys. 

The  case  of  Diptheria  occurred  at  the  Parsonage  ;  the  Drainage 
was  found  to  be  defective  and  the  defects  were  remedied  ;  no  other 
cause  could  be  discovered  :  but  the  rest  of  the  inmates  were  quite 
healthy. 


4 


Of  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  one  was  a  visitor  who  came  to 
stay  at  a  house  in  the  neighbourhood  and  was  already  suffering 
from  the  disease  on  his  arrival ;  he  was  sent  to  a  nursing  home  in 
London,  and  the  necessary  disinfection  was  carried  out  at  the 
house  at  which  he  was  staying. 

The  other  was  a  nurse  who  had  been  away  for  a  holiday  at  various 
places  and  came  back  suffering  from  the  disease  ;  she  undoubtedly 
contracted  it  outside  the  District ;  she  was  sent  to  the  Heybridge 
Isolation  Hospital,  where  she  unfortunately  died. 


Housing  of  Working  Classes. 

Witham  is  almost  entirely  an  Agricultural  District,  and 
consequently  the  majority  of  the  poorer  classes  can  only  afford  a 
small  rent  for  their  cottages,  and  as  they  as  a  rule  have  fairly  large 
families  their  proper  housing,  without  over-crowding,  becomes  a 
difficult  problem  to  solve. 

The  Council  have  had  the  matter  in  consideration  and  have 
been  advised  that  cottages  cannot  be  erected  at  a  less  rent  than  3/9 
per  week.  At  this  rent  they  would  probably  not  be  self-supporting 
and  would  thus  increase  the  Rates,  which  are  already  high  ;  they 
have  consequently  not  proceeded  further  in  the  matter. 

There  are  a  good  number  of  quite  good  cottages  in  the 
District,  and  a  certain  number  which  are  fairly  good  but  require 
repairs  or  alterations  to  make  them  quite  fit  for  human  habitation  ; 
when  these  alterations  have  been  done  as  a  rule  the  landlord  has 
raised  the  rent  and  thus  the  burden  has  fallen  on  the  tenant. 

On  the  whole  the  proper  housing  of  the  working  classes  in 
the  District  appears  to  me  to  be  exceedingly  difficult  and  would 
require  considerable  expenditure  of  time  to  work  out,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  better  if  someone  could  be  appointed  for  the  task  who 
has  more  time  to  give  to  it  than  I  can. 


Last  year  there  were  ten  new  cottages  erected  by  private 
individuals,  and  in  the  four  years  preceding  this  twenty-eight. 


Tn  1918  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and 
for  the  purposes  of  section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  was  .  0 

The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 
to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  0 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  ..  0 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  of  which  were 
remedied  without  making  closing  orders  .  0 

The  above  does  not  represent  the  amount  of  work  done  as 
regards  the  Inspection  of  Houses  for  the  working  classes  in  the 
District. 


Mr.  Perkins,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  &c.,  was  advised  that, 
unless  he  were  specially  appointed  under  the  Town  Planning  &c. 
Act,  he  had  no  locus  standi ,  and  consequently  kept  no  proper  record 
of  the  work  he  has  carried  out ;  but  at  my  request  he  inspected  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  District  and  reported  privately  to  me 
thereon. 


Water  Supply.  The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Council’s  “  New  ”  Waterworks. 

The  supply  is  continuous  and  satisfactory  in  every  way. 


The  Milk  Supply,  when  it  has  been  tested,  has  been  found 
quite  satisfactory.  This,  however,  has  only  been  done  on  the 
occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease.  There  is  no  regular  inspection 
of  the  Milk  supplied  in  the  District. 

The  condition  of  the  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  and  Milk  Shops,  is  on 
the  whole  satisfactory,  but  there  are  no  regulations  adopted  for 
dairies,  cow  sheds,  and  milk  shops  ;  nor  is  there  any  Veterinary 
inspection  of  Milch  cows  ordered  by  the  Council  for  the  detection 
of  Tuberculosis, 
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Other  Foods.  There  is  no  regular  inspection  of  Meat  and 
other  foods. 

No  action  taken  under  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  condemned  for  Tuberculosis. 


Slaughter  Houses.  There  are  four  in  the  District ;  two  good 
ones — one  of  which  is  new  :  the  other  two  are  in  populous  parts  of 
the  Town  and  more  or  less  surrounded  by  houses  and  therefore 
less  satisfactory. 

New  Bye  Laws  are  required  for  Slaughter  Houses. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  sewerage  and  drainage  are  on 
the  whole  fairly  good.  The  sewers  at  one  place  have  been  known 
to  overflow  in  exceedingly  wet  weather,  but  this  has  very  rarely 
occurred. 

The  Sewage  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation  on  the  Sewage  Farm, 
which  consists  of  about  40  acres  of  land — part  arable  and  part 
meadow :  it  is  kept  as  far  as  possible  on  the  arable  land,  but 
occasionally  some  has  to  be  let  on  to  the  meadow  land:  it  is 
possible  that  during  exceptionally  heavy  floods  some  small  amount 
may  get  into  the  River. 


House  Drainage  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

Most  of  the  houses  are  connected  with  the  sewer,  but  a  few  cannot 
be,  because  they  are  at  too  low  a  level :  and  some  are  beyond  the 
area  which  is  sewered. 


Pollution  of  Divers.  It  is  possible  that  the  River  Blackwater 
may,  in  exceptional  wet  seasons,  be  polluted  as  stated  above. 


Excrement  Disposal.  Most  of  the  houses  have  water  closets. 

A  few  cottages  have  privies  and  pail  closets  which  are  emptied  by 
the  housholder  on  the  land  adjoining. 
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Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  is  done  by  means  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority’s  carts,  as  occasion  requires,  and  disposed  of  on  the 
Sewage  Farm  :  where  there  are  Ash  Pits  the  householders  send 
notices  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  when  they  require  them 
emptied ;  where  they  are  moveable  dust  bins  they  are  emptied 
every  week. 


Nuisances.  There  are  only  very  old  Bye  LawTs  wTith  regard  to 
Nuisances.  New  Bye  Laws  are  required. 

Schools.  The  Sanitary  condition  is  good  :  water  from  the 
Town  supply.  The  children  are  inspected  by  a  medical  man 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

Infectious  Diseases.  The  Council  have  entered  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Heybridge  to  take  in  cases  of 
Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  in  the  District. 

There  is  no  regular  Sanatorium  in  the  District,  but  arrangements 
can  be  made  through  the  Tuberculosis  officers  for  the  treatment  of 
cases. 

I  should  like  here  to  recapitulate  a  few  improvements 
required  in  the  District. 

(1)  New  Regulations  and  Bye  Laws  with  regard  to  Milk. 

(2)  Veterinary  Inspection  of  Milch  Cows  for  the  detection  of 

Tuberculosis. 

(8)  New  Bye  Laws  for  Slaughter  Houses. 

(4)  New  Bye  Laws  for  Nuisances. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


K.  C.  GIMSON. 


Table  I. — Witham  Urban  District 
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Table  II.— Witham  Urban  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1913. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals ,  Sanatoria ,  dc.  —  Heybridge  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Table  III. — Witham  Urban  District. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1913. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “Residents 
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All  Ages. 
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25  and  under  45 
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45  and  under  65 

years. 

65  &  upwards. 
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Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
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Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 
Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Meningitis  ... 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

Alcoholism  ... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma¬ 
tion,  including  Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 
Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 
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Table  V. 

Summary  of  Work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  under 
the  H.W.C.  Acts,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Witham  during  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1913. 


Total  No. 
for  Year. 

1 

Complaints  received 

2 

2 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ... 

4 

3 

Nuisances  abated  ... 

6 

4 

Nuisances  remaining  unabated  ... 

5 

Formal  notices  served  ...  . . 

6 

Summonses  issued 

7 

Convictions  obtained 

8 

No.  of  Cottages  inspected 

9 

No.  of  Cottages  unfit  for  habitation 

10 

No.  of  representations  made  with  the  view  of  Closing 
Orders  being  made 

11 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made 

12 

No.  of  Cottages  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 
a  Closing  Order 

13 

No.  of  Cottages  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
making  Closing  Order 

14 

No.  of  Cottages  closed 

15 

No.  of  Cottages  demolished  by  Order  ... 

16 

No.  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  District. 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

17 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  District. 

4 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

Quarterly 

18 

No.  of  Bakehouses  in  District. 

6 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

Quarterly 

19 

No.  of  Dairies  and  Milk-shops. 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

10 

20 

No.  of  Cowkeepers. 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

Quarterly 

21 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  for 
cleanliness,  etc.  ... 

22 

Filthy  houses  cleansed 

23 

Houses  disinfected 

24 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

25 

New  houses.  No  of  habitation  certificates  applied  for 

12 

26 

No.  of  certificates  granted 

12 

27 

Public  wrells  sunk  ... 

28 

Privies.  No.  in  District. 

No.  abolished  during  the  year 

29 

No.  of  pail  closets  ... 

30 

No.  of  W.C’s.  with  proper  flushing  arrangement 

31 

No  of  hand-flushed  W.C’s. 

32 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed 

33 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis 

34 

Compensation  paid  for  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  destroyed 

35 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  ... 

(Signed)  W.  P.  PERKINS,  Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


Table  VI. — Witham  Urban  District. 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  Nil.  Number  of  addresses  of  Outworkers  received,  Nil. 

Registered  Workshops,  No  Register. 

Matters  referred  to  by  H,  M.  Inspectors  Nil.  Reports  sent  to  H.  M.  Inspectors,  Nil. 


